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	Claim
A statement based on evidence gathered in your experiment, which answers your experimental question

	Student makes a complete and accurate claim that relates to the question.
	Student makes a complete and accurate claim that relates to the question, but may struggle with how to word the claim for maximum effect. 
	Student makes an accurate claim but is incomplete.

	Student does not make a claim or makes an inaccurate claim.


	Evidence
The most important data/and or observations from your experiment that best supports your claim
	· Student provides all evidence that is considered appropriate, sufficient, and specific to support and refute the claim.
· Student includes units for measurements where appropriate and discusses trends in the data.

	· Student provides appropriate, sufficient, and specific evidence to support the claim.
· Student includes units for measurements where appropriate.

	· Student provides appropriate evidence, but there is not enough evidence to support the claim. 
· Student includes some inappropriate evidence.
	Student does not provide evidence or provides inappropriate evidence that does not support the claim.

	Reasoning
An explanation that uses scientific principles to explain how your evidence supports your claim
	· Student meets the requirements for proficient 
AND 
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Student describes possible alternative explanations and provides reasoning for why the alternative explanation is not possible in this analysis.
	· Student provides reasoning that connects the evidence to the claim.  
· Student includes appropriate scientific principles to explain why each piece of evidence supports the claim.
	· Student does NOT provide enough reasoning to connect the evidence to the claim.  
· Student may include some scientific principles to explain why the evidence supports the claim, but it is not developed.   
	Student does not provide reasoning using scientific principles or only provides inappropriate reasoning.
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